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The Late Dr. Michelle B. Releford served with more than 25 years expe-
rience on college campuses with responsibility for a variety of areas including stu-
dent development, enrollment management and student services.  She served as 
vice president for student development and enrollment management at Pasco-        
Hernando Community College in New Port Richey, Florida; vice president for     
student services at Atlanta Technical College and Edison College in Fort Myers, 
Florida; and dean of student services and enrollment management, dean of       
enrollment management and associate academic dean at Livingstone College in 
Salisbury, N.C. At the time of her transition, Dr. Releford served Winston-Salem 
State University (WSSU) as Dean of University College and Vice-Chancellor for 
Student Affairs. During her time at WSSU, Michelle developed several programs 
to ensure the personal and professional development of the students she served. 

Most notably, Dr. Releford is noted for enhancing and expanding the first-year orientation week known as 
“Ramdition.” As a part of Ramdition, Dr. Releford also instituted the “Through the Archway,” a rites of          
passage ceremony, culminating the orientation experience nd officially welcoming students to the university 
community - this program continues today. Since 2009, each first-year student that participates in Ramdition 
has had the opportunity to walk through cobblestone archways, marking their transition from “lambs” to 
“rams.” Dr. Releford is to credit for the rites of passage ceremony and for many other programs and              
initiinitiatives created to assist students in their academic, professional, and personal development.  In addition 
to her career as a higher education administrator, Michelle also owned Insightful Concepts, an independent 
educational consulting firm.

Dr. Michelle Bernita Releford was born on June 27, 1955 to Dr. Charles C. and the late Edna Price Releford in 
Atlanta, Georgia. She attended Griffin County Public Schools and ultimately graduated from Griffin High 
School in 1972. She earned her undergraduate degree in English from Albany State College in Albany, 
Georgia, her masters’ degree in instructional technology from Jackson State University in Jackson,                
Mississippi, and her doctoral degree in educational administration and supervision from the University of 
Tennessee.  She was a charter member of the Community College Advisory Task Force for The College 
BoaBoard and involved with a several national organizations involved in higher education.  An asset to her      
commnuity, she was a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and the 
Links (Winston Salem Chapter).

Dr. Releford departed this life on November 8, 2011 at the age of 56.
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Dr. Releford pictured with WSSU student leaders following the 2010 Ram Leadership Conference.
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